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grudge. Settle it once and for all, and forgive." He had an
open-handed generosity with his friends; he gave himself
to those he loved without reservation, did not abandon
them when they hurt him or made mistakes. " I do not feel
that because I condemn the deficiencies of my friends is any
reason why I should not love them."

The backbone of his life was socialism. From his belief
in the socialised state he derived strength, determination,
and courage. He did not look for the regeneration of man-
kind in a day, nor did he think that men had to be born
again before socialism could attain its ends. He would have
liked socialism to filter through gradually, without open
revolution or bloodshed, and he was eager to do his part
in educating the masses to take over their own industry,
natural resources, and government. But if the capitalists
made this evolutionary process impossible then he was
ready to fight at the barricades for The Cause. What new
civilisation had ever been born without a baptism of blood ?

Organically related to his socialism was his philosophic
adherence to a combination of Haeckel's monism, Spencer's
materialistic determinism, and Darwin's evolution. "Nature
has no sentiment, no charity, no mercy. We are puppets
at the play of great unreasoning forces, yet we may come to
know the laws of some of these forces and see our trend in
relation to them. We are blind factors in the action of
natural selection among the races of men. ... I assert, with
Bacon, that all human understanding arises from the world
of sensations. I assert, with Locke, that all human ideas
are due to the functions of the senses. I assert, with Laplace,
that there is no need of a hypothesis of a creator. I assert,
with Kant, the mechanical origin of the universe, and that
creation is a natural and historical process."

In his writing he hoped to follow in the footsteps of his
master, Kipling. "Kipling touches the soul of things.
There is no end to him, simply no end. He has opened new
frontiers of the mind and of literature." He announced
his revolt against "that poor young American girl who
mustn't be shocked or given anything less insipid than